
 

 

December Newsletter 

 

JJ Hill Montessori families and community, 

The cold weather is bound to come!  If school were to be cancelled because of cold weather, the decision is made by 6:30 pm the night 
before.  If school were to be cancelled because of snow, the decision is made by 5 am the day of.  Communication is sent to families via 
phone, text, email, and posted on school and district website.  https://www.spps.org/winter 

Upcoming Events: 
● 12/7 5:00-6:30 Children’s House Parent Night 
● 12/14 and 12/15 E1 Artist in Residency experience 
● 12/19 5:30 PTO meeting in library 
● 12/21 9:00 Tour 
● 12/22- 1/2/18 No school for Winter Break 
● Wednesday, 1/3/18 Students return to school 

 
School choice season is approaching. Important dates: 

● 1/20 9:30-2:00 School Choice Fair at Washington 
● 2/1 5:30 JJ Hill Montessori Open House 
● 2/23 Application due.  No application is necessary if 

you are currently enrolled at JJ Hill.  Siblings must 
apply.  

Attendance matters.  It is important to us that your child is at 
school.  Each member of our community is meaningful. 
Please call 651-744-6890 to report absences. Or email 
teacher and cc gail.ross@spps.org 

Once enrolled in a public school, a child 5- 18 years old, must attend 
school everyday, on time, unless lawfully excused. 

Excused Absences 
Sickness - too sick to be in 
school 
Medical Appointments 
Religious Holidays 
Extreme Family Emergencies 

Examples of Unexcused Absences 
Overslept 
Missed school bus 
Suspended from school bus 
Staying home to babysit 
Weather too hot/cold 

For further information visit: https://www.spps.org/Attendance 

 

E1 classes are leading a Change for Change project 

until December 13.  Students chose organizations to 

raise money for.  They write and practice 

announcements to make over the intercom at the end of 

the day.  Their pride has been heart warming.  As a 2nd 

grader said this week, “We can change the world. We 

just need to bring in lots of pennies!” 

Over the summer several JJ Hill staff members and I attended Professional Development courses on Restorative Practices.  One of my 
takeaways was about how to talk to children about an event. Asking, “What happened?” invites a story.  Asking, “Why did you do that?” invites 
shame.  A child may not be able to articulate the why.  A story helps us understand multiple perspectives.  There are always several sides to 
any story or event.  I began using this questioning technique with my own children at home and quickly observed a shift in how we solved 
problems together.  We use a talking piece that passes between us to ensure all voices are heard.  It supports children’s understanding of 
when it is their turn to listen and assures all that they will have their turn.   This is how we talk about issues or problems in the office.  I believe 
that this simple question has had a profound impact.  
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

December Newsletter 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


